
Plain and MI Pleasant ; fires still burning vigorously in Cape May, Cumberland and AtlanticCos. Nor- 
folk, Va., 15th. extensive fires in Dismal Rwamp ; enveloped Lake Drummond, preventiug steamers from 
pmiing through the canal. Peteraburg, Va., 16tli, fires uucontrolable; in Prince George couuty very de- 
structive. Dinwiddie, Cheaterfield and Russex COB.. lRth, reported beyond all control ; losses very great ; 
three persons burned to death. Port Jefferson, L. I., 41st, terrible forest fire swept away uearly the allole 
north portion of the town of Brookhsven, burning over 1,000 acres in the adjacent country. 

Sun &ots.-The following record of observations, made by Mr. D. P. Todd, Assistsut, haa been forwarded 
by Prof. S. Newcomb, U. S. Navy, Superintendent, Nautical Alniaunc Ofice, Washington, D. C.: 
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Pacalse. )Many of the spot4 small. 

Facnls. Spots probably disappeared by solar rotation. 
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-.BT I ~ : t n y  of tlie spots slnaii. 
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N O T E S  A N I )  E X T R A C T S ;  
Refwing to the United states 8igual service Meteorologic:il Charts. showing the mean pressure and 

teniperiitui-e for J u l y ,  18i8, Xrtture, of A p i /  1Sflr. says : *' Thus lhen the meteorology of 01ie glolie for July, 
1878. s~iiuils out ns a siiigtilar pht?ii1,n1enon, clinl.:ic~rrixeil h! t,liese Iir*,ad features, viz. :+l) a greatly re- . 
tluced pressure over H large purtion of the Southern Heniiaph~re :is coiuimrerl with what usually obtains 
there i n  the winter inout': of Ju ly  ; (.S) x mucli greater cli~niuutiua of the pressure than usually takes place 
in the miri!cer ~ i i o ~ ~ t l i  of July over the land of tlic Nurtliwi Hemisphere, over North America, over Central 
and Easteril Europe. \Vestern aiid Ckut.ral Hib?ria ; null i 8 R inui:h larger increase of pressure than usually 
occurs iii the N~irtlierri Hemisphwe over thegiwt cice:ins iu July. the area of t~uusu:~lly high pressure being 
c~xtencletl. RS regards the Atlantic to the uortlieast :in.fitr XY CI1ristiaiisuuc1, and as regards the Pacific to west- 
ward over Ceutral aud Southern Asia, :is far :is [.'.e Arabian Sea. It i u y  be worth reniarking that this 
incrr.r+ed pressure over the oceans find rliminislic~d pressure over t.he l ~ n c l  ot t.he Northern Heniispliere is in 
:icroldanc*e with what might. be expected to result. froin an iucre:ued solar radiation ; whilst 'on the other 
lisiid. the iucreased pressure over Southern a i ~ d  Ceritrnl Asia, :IIIII diminished pressure in the Southern 
Hemisphere. is not i i i  direct nccordauce with this hupposifi~m. The point here referred to will however 
receive mi illustrtiiion from subsequent iiiimber.r o f  the \\'eather Maps. IJJ' which i t  is probable that different 
rvsults as rcgnrtls. the states of the atmosphere wil l  ap1)e:ir. wit,li the varying states of' the sun from year to 
year. The future iuaps of this interoatioonl series will be eagerly scanned in couuectiou with many of the 
hrger questioiis of atmospheric physics, as well : I S  thow tlirect.ly prticticnl questions of cliiiiate with which 
we linve been : h o s t .  exclusively concerned i n  t.his nrt.ic.le. I t  is plain that we need not hope to succeed in 
tlealing 1vit.h most. of the Itirger priJbklUS proposed by meteorology without the lielp of the data laid before 
11s in so full nnd convenieiit~ a t;mn by the Iiiteruatilliial Weather Maps of General Myer. I t  is ouly thus 
that we can trace to their prosimnte causes such cli innt~l pheiiomena as the recurring drought3 of India and 
the cold. stiiiless suninier of tlie British Isles in 1879, and show their true relations'to the great movements 
.of the atmosphere." 
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